
 

                 A Little Guide to Spanish 
                                                            Try It! 
 
This is a basic guide. 
 
Use it as a refresher to your Spanish or learn a few phrases and words 
that will be helpful. 
 
If you make an attempt to communicate in the local language, your 
efforts will be greatly appreciated and may even make your vacation more 
enjoyable. 
__________________________________________________ 

    
    

GREETINGS 
Good morning/Good day ........... Buenos dias 
Good afternoon....................... Buenos tardes 
Good evening/good night ......Buenos noches 
Good-bye ............................................. Adios 
Hello ......................................................Hola 
Happy to meet you....................Mucho gusto 
My name is ............. Mi nombre es/Me llamo 
How are you?...................¿Cómo está usted? 
Very well, thank you ....... Muy buen, gracias 
See you later ...............................Hasta luego 
 
GENERAL 
Yes............................................................. Si 
No .............................................................No 
Please..............................................Por favor 
Thank you......................................... Gracias 
You’re welcome .............................. De nada 
No, thank you ............................. No, gracias 
Sorry ...............................................Lo siento 
Entrance............................................ Entrada 
Exit ......................................................Salida 
Bathroom .............................................. Baño 
Key .......................................................Llave 
Room .............................. Cuarto, Habitación 
Beach ....................................................Playa 
Towels ...............................................Toallas 
Soap ..................................................... Jabón 

LANGUAGE PROBLEMS 
Do you speak English?.........¿Habla usted ingles? 
I’m American....Soy Americano/Americana* 
I’m Canadian ....................... Soy Canadiense 
I don’t speak Spanish.........No hablo español 
Do you understand me? ........... Me entiende? 
I don’t understand...................... No entiendo 
Please speak slowly.......Hable despacio por favor 
What does it mean?.........¿Que significa eso? 
 
POLITE PHRASES 
Sorry/Excuse me..........................Perdóneme 
That’s all right ................................Está bien 
Don’t worry ..........................No se preocupe 
I beg your pardon........................Discúlpeme 
I’m sorry to trouble you ........ Perdóne la molestia 
 
QUESTIONS 
When?............................................¿Cuando? 
Who? ............................................... ¿Quién? 
Why? .............................................¿Por que? 
What?.................................................. ¿Que? 
Where?............................................ ¿Donde? 
How? ............................................... ¿Cómo? 
How much does this cost? ...¿Cuánto cuesta? 
How far? ........................... ¿A qué distancia? 
What do you want? ....................¿Que desca? 
I want/would like ................................Quiero 
What is the matter? ..................... ¿Que pasa? 



QUESTIONS (continued) 
What’s up?.................................. ¿Que pasa? 
Can you help me? ............¿Puede ayudarme? 
Can you show me?..........¿puede enseñarme? 
Can you tell me? .................¿Puede decirme? 
Where is................................. ¿Dónde está… 
  downtown? .................................. el centro? 
  the restaurant?.......................el restaurante? 
  the hotel? ....................................... el hotel? 
  the shop?...................................... la tienda? 
  the station?................................ la estación? 
  the post office?........................... el correro? 
  the market? .............................. el mercado? 
  the bathroom? ................................ el baño? 
(men’s room signage) ...(caballeros/señores) 
(women’s room signage) .....(damas/señoras) 
 
USEFUL STATEMENTS 
I (don’t) like it ........................ (No) me gusta 
I’m not sure..........................No estoy seguro 
I don’t know ........................................ No sé 
I think so ..................................... Creo que sí 
I’m hungry/thirsty............ Tengo hambre/sed 
I’m tired .................. Estoy cansado/cansada* 
Leave me alone.................... No me molestes 
Just one minute .........................Un momento 
Come in .......................................... Adelante 
It’s cold/hot (weather) ...........Hace frio/calor 
I’m cold/hot .........................Tengo frio/calor 
It’s cheap/expensive ...............Es barato/caro 
It’s too much............................Es demasiado 
That’s all ............................................ Es toto 
You are right...............................Tiene razón 
You are wrong .................... Está equivocado 
Thank you very much for your help ..............
.........................Muchas gracias por su ayuda 
 
DINING OUT 
I’ve reserved a table...........Tengo mesa reservada 
Have you a table free? ........ ¿Hay una mesa libre? 
May I have the menu?............¿El carta por favor? 
May I have the wine list? ..¿La lisaa de vinos por favor? 
I’m vegetarian........ Soy vegetariano/vegetariana* 
I’d like ...........................................Quiero … 
  a little more.............................. poquito más 
  a glass of water .................. un vaso de agua 
  the bill please .................la cuenta por favor 
  a beer please ............. una cerveza por favor 
  the same again please ... lo mismo por favor 
This is delicious ..................Esto es delicioso 
Breakfast........................................Desayuno 
Lunch.............................................Almuerzo 
Dinner ............................................... Comida 
Supper................................................... Cena 
Menu.....................................................Carta 
Waiter ................................................Mesero 
Waitress .............................................Mesera 
Bill/check........................................... Cuenta 
Knife ................................................Cuchillo 
Fork ................................................. Tenedor 
Spoon............................................... Cuchara 
 
 

DINING OUT (continued) 
Glass ..................................................... Vaso 
Napkin ........................................... Servilleta 
Bottle .................................................Botello 
Cheers!............................................... ¡Salud! 
What will you drink?....¿Que quiere beber/tomar? 
Red wine....................................... Vino tinto 
White wine................................. Vino blanco 
Beer ..................................................Cerveza 
Lemonade ......................................Limonada 
Ice .........................................................Hielo 
Water (purified) .............. Augua (purificada) 
Milk .....................................................Leche 
Coffee (black) ........................... Café (negro) 
Coffee with milk.................... Café con leche 
Coffee decaffeinated........ Café descafeinado 
Tea ............................................................ Té 
Salt........................................................... Sal 
Pepper ..............................................Pimienta 
Sugar ......................................Azucar 
Oil ....................................................... Aceite 
Vinegar .............................................Vinegre 
Mustard............................................ Mostaza 
Bread .......................................................Pan 
Butter ......................................... Mantequilla 
Soup.......................................................Sopa 
Egg......................................................Huevo 
Salad ............................................... Ensalada 
Tomatoes ........................................Jitomates 
Lettuce .............................................. lechuga 
Vegetables ......................................Verduras 
Potatoes................................................ Pápas 
Beef ...........................................Carne de res 
Rare ........................................... Poco Hecho 
Medium............................................... Medio 
Well done.....................................Bien hecho 
Veal ................................................ Milanesa 
Lamb................................................ Cordero 
Chicken................................................. Pollo 
Duck ...................................................... Pato 
Ham .................................................... Jamón 
Pork .....................................................Cerdo 
Chops...............................................Chuletas 
Liver ..................................................Higado 
Fish .................................................. Pescado 
Lobster............................................ Langosta 
Shrimp .........................................Camarones 
Snails ...............................................Carcoles 
Dessert ............................................... Postres 
Cheese ................................................ Queso 
Fruit ...................................................... Fruta 
Ice Cream........................................... Helado 
Pastry ............................................. Pan dulce 
Cake..................................................... Pastél 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAYS OF THE WEEK 
Sunday ............................................Domingo 
Monday................................................Lunes 
Tuesday...............................................Martes 
Wednesday ....................................Miércoles 
Thursday............................................. Jueves 
Friday................................................ Viernes 
Saturday.............................................Sábado 
 
OPPOSITES 
Good/Bad...................................Bueno/Malo 
Before/After...........................Antes/Después 
Early/Late ...........................Temprano/Tarde 
First/Last..............................Premero/Último 
Now/Then ............................ Ahora/Entonces 
Here/There..................................... Aquí/Allí 
Large/Small ........................ Grande/Pequeño 
Empty/Full .................................Vacío/Lleno 
Many/Few................................. Mucho/Poco 
More/Less ...................................Más/Menos 
Beautiful/Ugly .............................Conito/Feo 
Better/Worse............................... Mejor/Peor 
Clean/Dirty ..............................Limpio/Sucio 
Cold/Hot ...................................Frio/Caliente 
Free/Taken.............................Libre/Ocupado 
Open/Closed ........................Abierto/Cerrado 
 
 
 
 
 

NUMBERS 
1 Uno         30   Treinta 
2 Dos         40   Cuarenta 
3 Tres         50   Cincuenta 
4 Cuatro         60   Sesenta 
5 Cinco         70   Setenta 
6 Seis         80    Ochenta 
7 Siete         90     Noventa 
8 Ocho         100   Cien 
9 Nueve         200   Doscientos 
10 Diez         300   Trescientos 
11 Once         400   Cuatrocientos 
12 Doce         500  Quinientos   
13 Trece             600  Seiscientos 
14 Catorce          700  Setecientos 
15 Quince         800  Ochocientos 
16 Dieciséis        900  Novencientos  
17 Diecisiete      1000  Mil 
18 Dieciocho 
19 Diecinueve 
20 Veinte 
 
 
 

• These sounds end with “o” in the masculine form 
and “a” in the feminine form.  The “o” form is 
used in reference to men and the “a” form in 
reference to women. 
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